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charming events they may reasonably flatter themselves with, from the effusion of strong beer and port, and the friendly interposition of hedges, ditches, and five-barred gates, not to mention another possible contingency, of their husbands meeting with Actseon's fate from their own hounds, which, whether probable or not, they know best.
With these prospects and these dissipations, I should hope they may pass, or rather kill, the tedious time of their banishment without very great anxiety; but if that cannot be, there is but one expedient more which occurs to me, and which I have often known practised with success, that is, the colic and pains of the stomach, to such a degree as absolutely to require the assistance of the bath. The colic, in the stomach I mean, is a clean genteel distemper, and by no means below women of the first condition, and they should always keep it by them to be used as occasion requires; for as its diagnostics are neither visible nor certain, it is plead-able against husband, neighbours, and relations, without any possibility of being traversed.
As for those ladies who move but in a second sphere in town, their case is far from being so compassionate, their fall from London to the country being by no means so considerable; nay, in some particulars, I am not sure if they are not gainers by it. For they are indisputably in the country, what they never are in town, the first. They give currency to fashions and expressions, they are stared at, admired, and consulted; and the female district forms itself upon their model. They are likewise of a more accommodating temper, and can let themselves down to country recreations; they do not disdain the neighbouring assembly, nor-